
	 Two	recent,	free	concerts	at	the	Semi-
nole	Theatre	by	 the	Emmy	Award-win-
ning	 South	 Florida	 Youth	 Symphony	
were	 a	 hit	 with	 the	 Homestead/South	
Dade	 community	 according	 to	 Home-
stead	officials,	attendees	and	sponsors.
	 “These	 concerts	 were	 simply	 fabu-
lous,”	 said	 Homestead	 Councilwoman,	
Erica	 G.	 Ávila.	 “Both	 concerts—the	
kids’	concert	and	the	classical	concert—
were	beautiful	and	enriched	 the	Home-

stead	community	and	I’m	sure	 inspired	
our	 children.	 The	 South	 Florida	Youth	
Symphony	 is	 a	 collection	of	 incredibly	
talented,	 gifted	musicians,	 and	 I	 really	
appreciate	 the	 community	 effort	 and	
generous	sponsorships	collected	in	order	
to	have	them	here.”		
	 The	 May	 22	 socially-distanced	 per-
formances—the	 first	 indoor	 concerts	
in	 South	 Florida	 since	 the	 pandemic—
also	marked	 the	first	 appearance	 in	 the	
Homestead/South	 Dade	 area	 for	 the	

56-year-old	organization.				
	 “We	 were	 thrilled	 to	 be	 able	 to	 per-
form	at	the	Seminole	Theatre	in	this	his-
toric	 event,”	 said	 South	 Florida	 Youth	
Symphony	Executive	and	Music	Direc-
tor,	Marjorie	Hahn.	“The	kids	loved	the	
venue	and	 the	opportunity	 to	bring	our	
unique	 brand	 of	 music	 to	 Homestead.		
We	look	forward	to	returning	in	the	near	
future.”		
	 The	 Kiwanis	 Club	 of	 Homestead-

South	Dade,	one	of	 the	area’s	most	ac-
tive	 community	 service	 organizations,	
spearheaded	the	drive	to	bring	the	SFYS	
to	 Homestead.	 	 They	 were	 joined	 as	
event	 Gold	 Sponsors	 by	 the	 office	 of	
Miami	 Dade	 Commissioner	 Kionne	 L.	
McGhee,	and	the	Rotary	Club	of	Home-
stead.	 	 Silver	 Sponsors	 were	 members	
of	the	City	of	Homestead	City	Council,	
Miami	Clippers	and	Carza	Corporation.		
	“This	was	a	great	event	for	Homestead,”	
said	Alberto	Eiras,	who	watched	the	per-

formance	 with	
his	 entire	 fam-
ily.	 “This	made	
me	 proud	 as	
a	 member	 of	
the	 Homestead	
community.”		
	 The	 SFYS	
has	 performed	
w o r l d - w i d e	
over	 the	 last	
five	 years.	This	
includes	 win-
ning	 a	 Gold	
Medal	 at	 the	
Heritage	 Music	

Festival	 in	 Washington,	 D.C.	 (2017),	
performing	at	Carnegie	Hall	(2018)	and	
capturing	Gold	at	the	Prague	Young	Bo-
hemian	Music	Festival	(2019).	Once	the	
pandemic	 cancelled	 live	 rehearsals,	 the	
group	 began	 practicing	 and	 rehearsing	
on	 ZOOM	 and	 eventually	 performed	
four	on-line	concerts,	the	third	of	which	
captured	a	local,	prestigious	Emmy.		
	 The	 SFYS	 program	 is	 sponsored	
through	 support	 from	 the	 Miami-Dade	
County	Department	of	Cultural	Affairs,	
Miami-Dade	County	Mayor	and	County	
Commissioners,	 The	 Children’s	 Trust	
(dedicated	source	of	revenue	established	
by	voter	referendum	to	improve	the	lives	
of	children	and	families	in	Miami-Dade	
County),	 Miami-Dade	 County	 Office	
of	 Management	 and	 Budget,	 State	 of	
Florida	Division	of	Cultural	Affairs,	The	
Kirk	 Foundation,	 Publix	Charities,	 and	
the	Nancy	Friday	Foundation.		

	 For	 more	 information	 on	 the	 South	
Florida	Youth	Symphony,	 email	Make-
Music@sfys.net	or	call	305.238.2729.	
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Town picks new vice mayor;
runoff set for Council Seat 2

BY GARY ALAN RUSE

I n the Nov. 3 town council election
the voters of Cutler Bay elected a
new vice mayor and sent two can-
didates for Council Seat 2 to a
runoff.

Michael P. Callahan was elected vice mayor
with 12,508 votes or 62.20 percent of the
20,109 votes cast, winning over Sean Salazar
with 5,302 votes or 26.37 percent of the votes
cast and David Zoll with 2,299 votes or 11.43

percent of the
votes cast.

In the four-
way race for
Council Seat
2, Jose Ro-
driguez re-
ceived 6,822 votes or 34.36 percent of the
20,109 votes cast; Suzy Lord received 6,119
votes, 30.82 percent. Since 50 percent plus one
is needed to be
elected, those
two will face
each other in a
runoff election
on Dec. 1.
Debbie R.

Waks received 4,271votes or 21.51 percent and
Melyssa S. Sueiro received 2,640 votes or
13.30 percent.

The official results signed by county judges
became available on Friday, Nov. 13, once all
provisional ballots are accounted for.

The swearing-in ceremony for the newly
elected officials will take place in December,
prior to the Regular Council Meeting. For
questions contact town clerk Debra E. East-
man at 305-234-4262.
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BY NORMA ARDILA

R egistration is open for
Miami Dade College’s
(MDC) 2021 Spring Term,

which begins on Jan. 6, 2021 and of-
fers impressive set of financial incen-
tives for new and existing students, as
well as returning students who have
not taken classes in over a year.

Incentives will be available until
funds run out. The earlier you reg-
ister, the bigger the savings.

Existing students who register now
through Nov. 20 will receive a $75
discount per credit for up to 13 credit
hours, plus $25 stipend per credit.
New and returning students can regis-
ter for one free class and receive $40
stipend per credit.

Existing students who register be-
tween Nov. 21 and Dec. 31 will receive
a $50 discount per credit hour, plus $25
stipend per credit. New and returning
students can register for one free class
and receive $40 stipend per credit.

For maximum flexibility, the spring
term offers regular 16-week courses
and three accelerated mini-terms that
can be completed in eight or 12 weeks.
Classes will continue to be available
in three modalities — in-person, on-
line and blended.

To register and for more informa-
tion, visit www.mdc.edu/savings or
call 305-237-8888.

BY LAURA PHILLIPS

M iami-Dade Parks,
Recreation and Open
Spaces Department is
hiring Seasonal Pro-

gram Assistants.
Applicants should possess leadership, in-

terpersonal skills and the ability to build a
collaborative and positive environment in
Miami-Dade County Parks’ facilities.

Individuals seeking to apply must be
self-motivated and resourceful, as the na-
ture of this work will require exercising
good judgment with minimal supervision.
As a model park system in the country,
Miami-Dade Parks is looking for team
members who desire to work for an out-
standing organization and contribute to the
community through public service, while
addressing and coping with the clear stan-
dards set by the county as it continues
“Moving to a New Normal” during this un-
precedented COVID-19 pandemic.

The Seasonal Programs Assistants will
perform monitoring compliance in accor-
dance with CDC guidelines. Applicants
must be at least 17 years old to apply.

To apply and view the full position de-
tails, visit miamidade.gov/jobs and select
the title “Seasonal Programs Assistant.” The
application deadline is Nov. 25.

All applicants selected for this position
will be required to successfully complete a
drug and alcohol screening and a criminal
background check.

Miami-Dade County Parks hiring part-time seasonal employees
MDC announces new set 
of financial incentives 
for 2021 Spring Term
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At Seminole Theatre

South Florida Youth Symphony Concerts
a Hit with Homestead Community

The Emmy Award-winning South Florida Youth Symphony, under the direction of Marjorie 
Hahn, was a hit during the recent history-making performance at the Seminole Theatre.  

The Eiras family was among the many Homestead families that enjoyed the 
historic performances of the South Florida Youth Symphony at the Seminole 
Theatre. 

Concertmaster, Gianluca Nagaro, passion-
ately performs his solo as part of the South 
Florida Youth Symphony’s performance in 
Homestead.  Three solos—one a world pre-
miere—highlighted the second of two free 
concerts at the Seminole Theatre. 


